
Seeking Places of Peace: Global Mennonite
History Explores the History of a Peace-
Seeking People
The Mennonites are a Christian denomination known for their commitment
to peace and nonviolence. Their history is a rich and complex one,
spanning over five centuries and taking them from their origins in the
Radical Reformation of the 16th century to their present-day presence in
over 80 countries around the world. Seeking Places of Peace: Global
Mennonite History is a comprehensive overview of Mennonite history,
written by a team of leading Mennonite historians.

The book begins with the Anabaptist movement of the 16th century, which
was a radical offshoot of the Protestant Reformation. The Anabaptists
believed that the church should be a voluntary community of believers, and
they rejected the idea of infant baptism. They also refused to participate in
war or violence. These beliefs led to persecution by both Catholics and
Protestants, and many Anabaptists were martyred.
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In the 17th century, the Mennonites emerged as a distinct denomination
within the Anabaptist movement. They took their name from Menno
Simons, a Dutch Anabaptist leader who wrote extensively on peace and
nonviolence. The Mennonites continued to face persecution in Europe, and
many of them emigrated to North America in the 18th and 19th centuries.

In the United States, the Mennonites played a leading role in the peace
movement during the 19th and 20th centuries. They refused to participate
in the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, and World War I. They also
worked to promote peace and reconciliation around the world.

Today, the Mennonites are a global community of over 2 million people.
They are active in peacemaking, relief work, and social justice initiatives
around the world. Seeking Places of Peace provides a comprehensive
overview of Mennonite history and theology, and it is an essential resource
for anyone interested in peace studies, the history of Christianity, or the
history of the Mennonites.

Reviews

"Seeking Places of Peace is a magisterial work of scholarship that will be
the definitive history of the Mennonites for many years to come. It is a
must-read for anyone interested in peace studies, the history of Christianity,
or the history of the Mennonites." - John Howard Yoder, University of Notre
Dame
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"Seeking Places of Peace is a comprehensive and well-written history of
the Mennonites. It is a valuable resource for anyone interested in the
history of peace churches or the history of Christianity." - James M. Stayer,
Harvard University

"Seeking Places of Peace is a major contribution to the study of Mennonite
history. It is a comprehensive and well-written work that will be of interest to
scholars and general readers alike." - Cornelius J. Dyck, Bethel College
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Seeking Places of Peace: Global Mennonite History is available from your
local bookstore or online at Our Book Library.com.
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